            

Math:
 We have taken the assessment on subtraction strategies and it is in your child’s FISH folder today. We will begin learning about the relationship between addition and subtraction this week. The students will learn how to use an addition problem to solve a subtraction problem and vice versa. We will have fun learning about fact families and dig deep into critical thinking for solving problems. The students will begin using a rubric to grade themselves during math station rotation each day. Beginning next Monday, the previous week’s rubric score will be sent home for you to look over and discuss with your child. It is imperative that every child is working to their potential during the entire day. 

Reading:
We are focusing on reading for meaning as we begin the 3rd nine weeks. Comprehension, understanding what is being read, is key to reading success. As your child reads to you each night, ask him/her questions about the story/chapter. If you see that your child is struggling with understanding, go over the story again and discuss any misunderstandings. First graders are now expected to read the directions on all reading assessments independently. It is very important for every child to fully understand what he/she is reading. Our in class read aloud goal is to read as many non-fiction books together as we do fiction books this month. We are on a roll and I think if we continue to work hard, we will meet our goal. 

Extra Math and Reading Practice at Home:
If you would like your child to practice some of the skills we will be learning this week at home, please visit the Harcourt Think Central website below and have your child enter his/her username and password:
https://www-k6.thinkcentral.com/ePC/start.do 
For math, we are beginning chapter 4. We are on Lesson 16 in reading. 

Spelling Words:

 Meet Super Nurse Girl! This is a tough week as we learn r-controlled vowels. Please remind your child to study this week. 
fur, turn, first, bird, girl, her, name, quilt, work, when

Challenge Words:
girth, germs, shorter, dirty, purse, kernel, winner, thirsty, soccer, surf

Vocabulary:
dull, eager, alert, adventurous, petrified, rely

Word Wall Words:
always, by, join, nice, room

Writing:
We are moving on to our 3rd nine weeks writing rubric and the expectations for writing are getting more difficult. Here is the rubric we will be using:

Name and date  							 1 	0
WWW Correct  						 2    	 1     0
Finger Spaces   							 1     0
Capital/Lowercase Letters  				 2      1     0
Makes Sense / On Topic  					 1     0
At least 3 complete sentences 
on topic with correct capital 
and lowercase letters   						 1     0
Period at end of sentences   			 2      1     0

A: 9 - 10	B: 8       C: 7	D: 6	F: 0 – 5

Social Studies:
We are working on creating a GREAT map book in class. The students have already created and written about a classroom map. We have some fun activities planned to test the little explorers’ knowledge on cardinal directions this week!


Dates to Remember:
January 24th: Special Visitor from the Sheriff’s Dept. to read us a great story

Jan. 26th : Author visit with Timothy Weeks; Another special visitor (one with 4  
                 legs!) to read to us

Coming Soon…
Information on the Deer Point 100 Club- 100 Books in 100 Days
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